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Plastic Pollution in Manitoba
The rise of plastic pollution has tripled in the last few years in the country. The levels at which mismanagement of the waste has taken a vertical shift. Eva Pip, an aquatic toxicologist with the University of Winnipeg, states that she has sampled all over Manitoba, even to the dire remote areas, and everyplace hosts the legacy of the plastic world. Over the years, the impact of plastic on Provincial freshwater lakes has been massive. Countless mammals, fish, waterfowls, and other marine animals, even bears, have been found dead from having eaten plastic bags or being entangled by plastics bags roaming the waters (Pip, 2010).
Since the Industrial Revolution, Plastics have been an integral part and parcel of our day-to-day life. It is impossible to fail to encounter any form of plastic every day, from bags to bottles, cans, cups, and basins. Our kitchen is made of plastic items, supermarkets, and most packaged items rather than cans in plastic packages. The norm has been damping with less than 11% of all plastics being recycled every year in Canada with routine use. With the rest left to pile up in landfills (Talking Trash, 2018). 
Reports show that from the 1950s to 2015, there has been a 190 million percent increase in plastic production. The production was 2 million tones in 1950. As of 2015, it had risen to a significant level of 380 million tones, accumulating to a total of 8.3 billion tonnes in production across the globe. Of that massive number, 60% has been thrown and getting the landfills and polluting the environment, 245 still in use, and a recycle standing at 7% (Talking Trash, 2018). It is also estimated that yearly, up to 8million tonnes of plastic waste end up in our oceans ecosystems filling up the ocean floor and some floating on the ocean waters and freshwater lakes. In Manitoba, all the land lakes have been polluted by plastics and endangering aquatic life.
The best quality of plastics is durability, such that they last for a long time, and unlike organic components, they do not decompose. They instead break down into smaller pieces called microplastics, which can be ingested by fish animals and humans. Marine and aquatic life is hard hit by this and is entirely affected. Beneath the lake water, the micro-plastics that are centuries of decade deposits degrades. These give rise to chemical pollution, substances like phthalates and bisphenol cause reproductive and carcinogenic damage (Pip, 2010). This plastic's effect is high, and deaths of birds like seagulls occur when they eat the plastics that fill their belly and thus die of hunger. Marine animals die in hundreds of thousands yearly, 1 million birds, and over 800 million species affected by plastic wastes.
Plastic pollution has thus raised concerns as it is a threat even to human beings. There are plastic elements that are harmful to human nature and are styrene and vinyl chloride. Vinyl chloride is used to manufacture PVC pipes used as water pipes, indoor pipes, shower curtains, and window frames. Styrene and Vinyl chloride is used in high grades and are considered carcinogenic and are cancer causative agents. Therefore, these are a threat to many people's health, primarily when a larger percentage of plastics are not recycled by are disposed to disintegrate on land to micro-plastics that can be ingested. People can also acquire these pieces from animals and fish that eat them from Manitoba's lake waters.  
It is a good gesture that in Manitoba and entire Canada that the government and environmentalists agree that plastics do not belong to the environment, on land, and in the water bodies. Therefore, the government in Manitoba has put in place the legislative law that will govern plastic in the lines of reuse, recycle, and safely dispose of plastic wastes (Plastic Action, 2020). This is instead a good gesture in dealing with the plastic menace that has ravaged the country to help secure our habitats, environment, and aquatic plants and animals in the local lakes. Amidst the measures put in place is the beverage- containers recycle management, which will be in charge of recollecting plastic beverage containers and taking them to the Green depots. Plastic taken to the green depots are refunded deposits that will enhance Manitoba's practice and help remove the litters from the face of Manitoba at large.
The need to control plastic use, management, and disposal is vital and inevitable for a healthy and clean ecosystem. Additionally, another measure put in place is reducing the number of legal types of plastic being manufactured to enhance 100% plastic recycling. This indeed is a good move, although, for a susceptible substance as plastics, the only effective way to keep them onboard and clean Manitoba is by a complete ban of plastics in the country. There are many reasons why plastic should be banned. First and foremost, these plastics are harmful to human health; recycling is a good option, but some hurdles make recycling difficult. Controlling the plastics in the environment cannot be viable, while production is still at higher levels. Another reason is that plastics are made from fossil fuels, and non-biodegradable causes massive environmental pollution both on land water. There is a safer and secure alternative for eco-friendly and biodegradable plastics such as bio-plastic, stone paper, cardboard paper, mushroom-based material, and milk paper Eco-friendly options 2019). 
In conclusion, plastics should be banned, and without an immediate effect, Manitoba will be a dangerous zone of fossil fuels endangering human life and animal life, predominantly aquatic life. Manitoba will turn to a danger hub for plastics because the large numbers in existence are hazardous and unconducive for health, cancer cases will rise, and fossils emitted on land. Proper action should be a consideration to safeguard us from the devastating effects of this menace.
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